
A Look at Durham: 2021 Census, Citizenship, Immigration & 
Ethnocultural Diversity

Joseph Audino, Paul Laffin

Statistics Canada

November 24, 2022

1



2



3

Statistics Canada's Trust Centre

Statistics Canada takes the privacy of Canadians very seriously. All 
information collected is anonymized. It is never possible to connect 
data that is made public to you or to your household.

Statistics Canada's Trust Centre (statcan.gc.ca)

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/trust
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➢ About Statistics Canada
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➢ Ethnocultural diversity
➢ Citizenship
➢ How you can access the data



About Us
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Find all our surveys and programs linked here

https://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/pub/index-eng.htm


IMMIGRATION IN DURHAM (and beyond)
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In 2021, close to one in four people (23.0% or 8.3 million) in Canada are immigrants
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The highest proportion among G7 countries

The highest proportion in Canada in 150 years
27.0%

Source

https://census.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&SearchText=Durham&DGUIDlist=2021A00033518&GENDERlist=1,2,3&STATISTIClist=1&HEADERlist=0
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https://census.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/as-sa/fogs-spg/page.cfm?topic=9&lang=E&dguid=2021A00033518


Percentage of population who are immigrants by CSDs within Durham
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Not
Available

Source

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/cv!recreate.action?pid=9810030701&selectedNodeIds=1D2364,1D2365,1D2366,1D2367,1D2368,1D2369,1D2370,1D2371,1D2372,1D2373,5D3,5D10&checkedLevels=1D1,2D1,3D1,4D1&refPeriods=20210101,20210101&dimensionLayouts=layout3,layout2,layout2,layout3,layout2,layout2&vectorDisplay=false
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Recent immigrant/total immigrant

N/A

Source

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/cv!recreate.action?pid=9810030701&selectedNodeIds=1D2364,1D2365,1D2366,1D2367,1D2368,1D2369,1D2370,1D2371,1D2372,1D2373,5D3,5D10&checkedLevels=1D1,2D1,3D1,4D1&refPeriods=20210101,20210101&dimensionLayouts=layout3,layout2,layout2,layout3,layout2,layout2&vectorDisplay=false


Immigrant population % by Census Subdivision
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N/A

Source

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/cv!recreate.action?pid=9810030701&selectedNodeIds=1D2364,1D2365,1D2366,1D2367,1D2368,1D2369,1D2370,1D2371,1D2372,1D2373,5D3,5D10&checkedLevels=1D1,2D1,3D1,4D1&refPeriods=20210101,20210101&dimensionLayouts=layout3,layout2,layout2,layout3,layout2,layout2&vectorDisplay=false
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Close to two-thirds of recent 
immigrants are of core working 
age, rejuvenating Canada's
aging population.

Durham: 65.9%

Source

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/cv!recreate.action?pid=9810030701&selectedNodeIds=1D2364,2D5,5D10&checkedLevels=1D1,2D1,3D1&refPeriods=20210101,20210101&dimensionLayouts=layout2,layout2,layout2,layout3,layout2,layout2&vectorDisplay=false


Among the multiple pathways for 
coming to Canada, more than half 
(56.3%) of the 1.3 million of recent 
immigrants living in Canada were 
admitted under the economic 
category, either as the principal 
applicant or the dependant. 53.7% 
for Durham region.
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Note: “Recent immigrant” refers to a person who obtained landed immigrant or 
permanent resident status up to five years prior to a given census year. In the case of the 
2021 Census, this period is January 1, 2016 to May 11, 2021.
Source: Census of Population, 2021 (3901).

Source: Census Program Data Viewer (statcan.gc.ca)

i

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/dv-vd/cpdv-vdpr/index-eng.cfm


More than one third of recent 
immigrants first came to Canada 
temporarily on a work or study 
permit or as asylum claimants 
before seeking permanent 
residence.
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24.7 % of immigrants 

since 1980 first came to Durham 
temporarily on a work or study 
permit or as asylum claimants 
before seeking permanent 
residence.
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York: 21.9%
Peel: 18.4%
Halton: 19.9%
Toronto: 28.5%

Source

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&SearchText=toronto&DGUIDlist=2021A00033518,2021A00033519,2021A00033521,2021A00033524,2021A00033520&GENDERlist=1&STATISTIClist=4&HEADERlist=29


The Atlantic provinces 
welcomed a higher share of 
recent immigrants in Canada 
than the previous censuses, 
while Quebec and the Prairies 
saw their shares decrease.
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Durham
Region
1.5%

Source for 2021 Durham

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/cv!recreate.action?pid=9810030701&selectedNodeIds=1D386,1D2364,5D10&checkedLevels=0D1,1D1,2D1,3D1&refPeriods=20210101,20210101&dimensionLayouts=layout2,layout2,layout2,layout3,layout2,layout2&vectorDisplay=false


Changes in the place of birth of immigrants over time contribute to Canada's 
linguistic, ethnocultural and religious landscape
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Note(s): "Recent immigrant" refers to a person who obtained landed immigrant or permanent resident status in the five years preceding a given census. 
For the 2021 Census of Population, this refers to the period from January 1, 2016, to May 11, 2021.
Source(s): Census of Population, 1971 to 2006, 2016 and 2021 (3901), and National Household Survey, 2011 (5178).

Top places of birth of recent immigrants in Canada

1 India 33.9% 14.0% 1

2 Pakistan 6.6% 9.9% 3

3 Philippines 6.0% 11.4% 2

4 China 5.4% 6.4% 4

5 Nigeria 4.8 1.4% 14

Top places of birth of recent immigrants in Durham

2021 2016 Rank
in 2016

Source

https://census.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/as-sa/fogs-spg/page.cfm?topic=9&lang=E&dguid=2021A00033518


ETHNOCULTURAL
DIVERSITY
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One in four people (26.5%) in Canada is part of a racialized group. 
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Racialized group, n.i.e.

Thousands2016 2021

Notes : In this chart, the concept of “racialized group” is derived from “visible minority”. The Employment Equity Act defines visible minorities as “persons, other than Aboriginal peoples, who are non-Caucasian in race or non-white in colour.” 
The abbreviation “n.i.e.” means “not included elsewhere.” This category includes people who provided written responses such as “Guyanese,” “Pacific Islander,” “Polynesian,” “Tibetan” or “West Indian”.
Sources: Census of Population, 2016 and 2021 (3901).



36.3% of the population in Durham are part of a racialized group.
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Notes : In this chart, the concept of “racialized group” is derived from “visible minority”. The Employment Equity Act defines visible minorities as “persons, other than Aboriginal peoples, who are non-Caucasian in race or non-white in colour.” 
The abbreviation “n.i.e.” means “not included elsewhere.” This category includes people who provided written responses such as “Guyanese,” “Pacific Islander,” “Polynesian,” “Tibetan” or “West Indian”.
Sources: Census of Population, 2016 and 2021 (3901).

Source:
2021
2016
2011
2006

https://census.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E
https://census.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E
https://census.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E
https://census.gc.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/prof/92-591/index.cfm?Lang=E


The portrait of racialized groups 
varies across regions.
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Source: Census of Population, 2021

Durham
South Asian

Black
Filipino Source

https://census.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&SearchText=Durham&DGUIDlist=2021A00033518&GENDERlist=1,2,3&STATISTIClist=1&HEADERlist=0


Among recent immigrants to Durham 

regions, 70.1% had a place of birth 

in Asia. 15.1% of recent immigrants 

had a place of birth in the Americas.
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Source

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/cv!recreate.action?pid=9810030701&selectedNodeIds=1D2265,1D2364,1D2374,1D2387,1D2409,4D16,4D17,4D77,4D135,4D199,5D10&checkedLevels=1D1,2D1&refPeriods=20210101,20210101&dimensionLayouts=layout2,layout2,layout2,layout3,layout2,layout2&vectorDisplay=false


31.8% recent immigrants to 
Durham region are sponsored 
family immigrants.
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Source: Census Program Data Viewer (statcan.gc.ca)

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/dv-vd/cpdv-vdpr/index-eng.cfm


94.1% of the Durham population are 

Canadian citizens.
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Source: Census of Population, 2021

Source

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&SearchText=peel&DGUIDlist=2021A00033518,2021A000235,2021A00033524,2021A00033519,2021A00033521&GENDERlist=1,2,3&STATISTIClist=1&HEADERlist=0


Products available today

Analytical products

• Daily articles

• Infographic

Data products

• Data tables

• Census Profile

• Census key indicators

• Census Program Data Viewer (CPDV)

• Focus on Geography Series (FoGS)

• Interactive chart on Immigration

Reference products

• Census Dictionary

• Guide to the Census of Population

• Reference Guides

Geography products

• GeoSearch

Census learning centre

• Conceptual videos
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For more information: 
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm


2021 Census of Population releases
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February 9 April 27 August 17 September 21 October 26

Canada’s 
growing 
population 
and where 
they are 
living

Canada’s 
shifting 
demographic 
profile (age, 
sex, gender, 
types of 
dwelling)

Portrait of Canada’s 
families and 
households,
Canadian Military 
Experience, and  
Income profiles of 
Canadians

Linguistic 
diversity 
and use of 
English 
and 
French in 
Canada

First Nations 
people, Métis 
and Inuit in 
Canada and 
Canada’s 
housing 
portrait 

Portrait of 
Canada’s diverse 
population 
(immigration, 
religion and 
ethnocultural
diversity, and 
mobility)

Education in Canada,
The changing dynamics 
of the Canadian labour 
force and how people 
get to work and,
Instruction in the 
minority official 
language

Geography 
and reference 
products

Additional 
reference 
products

Additional 
analytical 
products 
and 
microdata 
files beyond 
2022

July 13March 30 November 30 2023

Source

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/prodserv/release-diffusion-eng.cfm


About the Toronto Data Service Centre...

The Data Service Centre (DSC) offers to data users a complete range of services. 

The DSC assists data users:
• With simple and free data requests, technical and methodological questions;

• With complex requests requiring research, extraction or customization of data from multiple sources;

• By producing customized reports, analyses and maps;

• By offering standard and customized workshops for data users of all levels of expertise;

• Through various outreach activities such as webinars, newsletters, presentations, information sessions 
and open houses.

For any questions, contact us:

1-800-263-1136

infostats@statcan.gc.ca
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mailto:infostats@statcan.gc.ca


Thanks to all Canadians for answering to the 2021 Census!

Questions / Comments?
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Web tour
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